Sunday 17" August 2014
Pre-Season Friendly Match at Enfield Playing Fields (Pitch 9)

Kick-Off: 11.00.a.m.
Result: EDMONTON ROVERS......ccccceeeeT MBDA. . ccuiiiiiiiiieeeeterereecceneeneees 3 Half-Time: 0-0

SHIRT NUMBER TEAM (4-4-2) GOAL TIMES
1 |GK Mal SAPHIRIS
4 |RB Sean CUMMINS OFF HT / BACK ON 73
7 |RCH Josh TOUMANY
5 |LCH George STAHLMANN
11 |LB Justin DICKINSON
15 |RM Tem ADIL OFF HT / BACK ON 72
6 | CM Holding/LM HT Danny HAGAN
3 |cM/LM15/RMHT/CM72 | Leon McKENZIE-McKAY
17 |[LM Michael SHARMAN (Captain) OFF (Inj.) 15
9 |CF Michael TAYLOR OFF HT
8 |CF Daniel DALEY OFF HT
SUBSTITUTES
10 |CM Younes JOUIED ON 15 / OFF 72
2 |RB Ali SOWE ON HT / OFF (Inj.) 73
16 | CM Holding Daniel CASCOE ON HT
14 |CF Jack BANGS ON HT
12 |CF Tony ECCLES ON HT 80 Mins.
OWN GOALS Scored For Us:
MANAGER: James Hatchett CLUB LINESMEN: Not Required
ATTENDANCE: 14 OTHER CLUB MEMBERS PRESENT : L.Hughes, L.Harrison
OPPONENTS’ FAIR PLAY MARK (Out of 10): N/A OUR FAIR PLAY MARK (Given by Opponents): N/A
REFEREE: Dave Stevenson REFEREE’S MARK (Out of 100): N/A
BOOKINGS: None SENDING-OFFS: None

WEATHER CONDITIONS: Cold with strong wind across pitch from corner to corner. Heavy rain in Second Half.
STATE OF PITCH: Perfect

|[UNAVAILABILITY: | (8 Players) Alan Barnard (Away), Terry Moore (Family Commitments), Lexton Harrison (Knee Injury),

Chris Webb (Away), Garry Cover (Working), Andre Bennett (Having a Trial), Krishan Singh (Social Commitments)
Saturday/Sunday Drop-Outs: Larry Asare (No longer interested)

|[OPPONENTS’ LINE-UP (4-4-2):] 1. Harry Williams (GK); 6. Dean Walton (RB), 7. Craig Sutherill (RCH), 13. Alan Kenney

(LCH...Captain), 14. Joe Watson (LB); 8. Ross Walker (RM), 10. Simon George (CM), 9. Andrew Yates (CM), 3. Charlie Lawson
(LM); 4. Gary Hodgson (CF), 11. Kyle Watson (CF) 12. Ashley Kersey (CF) (On for George...55 Mins.)

|oPPONENTS’ GOALSCORERS:] Dickinson (Own Goal) (56 Mins.), Kersey (66 Mins.), Hodgson (69 Mins.)

MATCH REPORT

Following some promising signs in our first Pre-Season Friendly against Plumstead AFC the week before, we took on Stevenage Sunday League
Premier Division Cup winners MBDA at Enfield Playing Fields in a match arranged after | had filmed them winning that Cup Final against
Nirankari, their League’s equivalent of Upshire’s First Team in terms of being packed with Semi-Pro players, entering the FA National Sunday
Cup and winning pretty much every game they play. With MBDA beating such quality opposition, this was always going to be a stern test for
us, especially with four key defenders missing in Alan Barnard, Terry Moore, Lexton Harrison & Chris Webb. However, our makeshift back
four which included two players making their debuts in Sean Cummins & Josh Toumany looked quite solid throughout a goal-less First Half,
despite the blow of us losing another debutant in experienced midfielder Michael Sharman with a knee injury after only 15 minutes. We
lacked Sharman’s creative passing ability after that though and only managed one shot on target in the First Half when the MBDA keeper
superbly tipped Leon McKenzie-McKay’s long-range effort away for a corner. Manager James Hatchett then made four more changes for the
start of the Second Half but we went a goal down after 56 minutes when Justin Dickinson suddenly over-hit a backpass which zipped off the
wet pitch and bounced into the net high over Mal Saphiris’s head for a silly Own Goal. We then had our best spell of the match for the next
10 minutes though with some good passing and possession until we went 2-0 down from an even worse goal when instead of playing a short
goal-kick wide out of the area, Mal passed the ball straight ahead to MBDA’s substitute forward Ashley Kersey, who then easily rounded him
to sidefoot past George Stahlmann on the line. We then found ourselves 3-0 down just three minutes later when in the middle of a torrential
10-minute storm, Josh Toumany under-hit a clearance out of defence into the driving wind and rain, allowing MBDA’s Andrew Yates to whip
over an early cross for Gary Hodgson to score with a quality close-range volley that gave Mal no chance. Fortunately we didn’t let our heads
go down after that onslaught and another player making his debut for us, Tony Eccles, pulled a goal back after 80 minutes with a thumping
first-time strike after a barnstorming run from right-back Sean Cummins. We then had a good spell of pressure until the end of the match
but couldn’t pull another goal back against a very well-organised defence. This was just the sort of test we needed though so that we can
work on things and far better than having an easy win against weak opposition.

LAURENCE HUGHES




