
Sunday 26th October 2025 

London F.A. Sunday Junior Cup Second Round Match at Hackney Marshes (South Marsh Pitch One) 
 

Kick-Off: 10.30 a.m. 
 

Result: CLAPTON ORIENT .................... 3   EDMONTON ROVERS ...................... 2 Half-Time: 0-0 
 

SHIRT NUMBER TEAM (5-2-1-2 / 4-2-3-1 HT) GOAL TIMES 

1 GK Josh WAKEFORD   

17 RB/DCM HT Paddy BAYNES   

2 RCB Chris JORDANOU   

20 CCB/LCB HT Frankie GEORGE   

19 LCB/RB HT Tobi CHARLES   

3 LB Max FRANCIS   

5 DCM Archie GUBB OFF HT / BACK ON 62  

8 DCM/ACM 62 Charlie SAVAGE (Captain)   

10 ACM/CF HT Max MELANDRI  63 Mins. 

9 CF/RW HT Myreon KEANE OFF 62  

7 CF/LW HT Christian ELLIS   

SUBSTITUTES 

14 ACM/RW 62 Rashawn BENNETT-DYER ON HT 47 (Pen.) Mins. 

     

     

     

     

OWN GOALS Scored For Us:  
 

PLAYER-MANAGER: Josh Wakeford CLUB LINESMEN: Not Required By Referee  ATTENDANCE: 21 

OTHER CLUB MEMBERS PRESENT: Laurence Hughes, Mike Jordanou, Tom Gubb, Sarah Bartlett, Colin Baynes 

REFEREE: Robert Kemble                     

BOOKINGS: Leo Faber (Clapton Orient) (Foul…7 Mins.), Myreon Keane (‘Aggressive Attitude’…62 Mins.), Max Melandri (Foul…68 Mins.) 

SENDING-OFFS: None 

WEATHER CONDITIONS: Sunny, but freezing cold near gale-force Northerly wind across pitch from corner to corner.  

STATE OF PITCH: Small pitch with rough and uneven bits throughout the middle. 
 

UNAVAILABILITY:  (13 Players): Harry Dorward, Jack Vanvynck (Everton v Spurs), Freddy Gibson, Marco Costi (Both Away), 

Archie Madden-Brine, Tom Gubb, Tuerrae Nortey (All Injured), Jordan Jordanou, Sam Pritchett, Samuel Larner, Charlie 

Redmond, Fergus Murray, Charlce Darko (Other Commitments) 
 

OPPONENTS’ LINE-UP (4-3-2-1):  1. Eli Smith (GK); 14. Herbie Meats (RB), 21. Gabriel Beckett (RCB), 4. Fergus McNally 

(LCB…Captain), -. Joel King (LB); 10. Louis Reynolds (DCM); 6. Elvis Cariss (RM), 7. Artie Sparks (CM), 2. Chester Jones (CM),  

8. Charlie Forster (LM); 22. Leo Faber (CF)  Subs: 12. Bertie Humphreys (On for Faber at HT), 19. Tom Forster (On for Cariss - 57 Mins.) 
 

OPPONENTS’ GOALSCORERS:  McNally (71 Mins.), Jones (76, 86 Mins.) 
 

MATCH REPORT… Having given this competition a miss for the last two seasons, firstly due to players’ University commitments and then 

concerns about getting drawn to play Away in South London somewhere, we decided to give it another go this year and found ourselves drawn 

to play Away to mid-table Hackney & Leyton Sunday League Division Three side Clapton Orient in the Second Round after receiving a Bye in 

the First. That saw us make the relatively short trip to Hackney Marshes where thankfully we were on the nearest pitch to the car park with 

our squad of 12 for this match actually arriving on time. We did have eight players from the previous week’s 1-1 draw with Omonia Youth 

making themselves unavailable, but we still had a stronger side for this one with the likes of Max Melandri, Myreon Keane, Christian Ellis and 

substitute Rashawn Bennett-Dyer all returning to boost our attack, while Paddy Baynes, Tobi Charles and new signing Archie Gubb were also 

included this time. With Clapton Orient in the bottom division of their League and their players all two years younger than ours having 

joined the adult game from playing Youth football last season, we were expecting a much easier game than normal, but straight from the 

kick-off our opponents showed that they were all technically as good as us and were extremely fit and competitive, giving us no time on the 

ball whatsoever and easily cutting off Max Melandri’s barnstorming runs from midfield…unlike other teams we had been playing so far this 

season. That resulted in a goal-less First Half, although the near gale-force wind and small pitch also played a part in that, but with Rashawn 

coming on for Archie Gubb at Half-Time and Josh & Charlie deciding to change our formation, we managed to take the lead just two minutes 

after the break when Rashawn calmly slotted a penalty into the bottom corner after a handball in the area. Despite Max Melandri then 

missing a great chance to put us 2-0 up by shooting wide when clean through, he made no mistake in the 63rd minute by volleying in the 

rebound after Orient keeper Eli Smith had made a good save from Christian Ellis’s shot and at that stage it looked as if we would see out the 

game quite comfortably. However, some unnecessary verbals from our touchline fired up our opponents and they pulled a goal back in the 

71st minute from a Fergus McNally free-kick where the Referee failed to spot an Orient player illegally interfering with our defensive 

wall…not that any of our players noticed until they watched the video afterwards ! Orient then made it 2-2 five minute later when Chester 

Jones side-footed in from close range before copying Premier League players by running over to the camera and attempting to demolish it, 

causing even more angry scenes on the touchline before Jones himself scored a deserved winner for them in the 86th minute with another 

side-footed finish past the unsighted Josh Wakeford as our recent history of going out in the First Round of this competition continued.     

 


