
Sunday 6th December 2015 

Waltham Sunday League Division One Match at Enfield Playing Fields (Pitch One) 
 

Kick-Off: 10.38.a.m. (Several players late) 
 

Result: THE SHEAF .........................0 EDMONTON ROVERS.................. 2 Half-Time: 0-2 
 

SHIRT NUMBER TEAM (4-4-1-1) GOAL TIMES 

1 GK Alan BARNARD   

18 RB Martin CRUICKSHANK   

19 CH Lexton HARRISON   

16 CH Terry MOORE (Captain)   

8 LB Gavin MARDELL   

10 RM Rafiel JOHNSON   

5 CM Sam BENJAMIN   

14 CM Daniel CASCOE    

11 LM Daniel DALEY  37 Mins. 

15 IF Jack BANGS   3 Mins. 

9 CF Leon McKENZIE-McKAY   

SUBSTITUTES 

     

     

     

OWN GOALS Scored For Us:   
 

CARETAKER PLAYER-MANAGER: Terry Moore CLUB LINESMAN: Bob Cleary (League Official) 

ATTENDANCE: 10 OTHER CLUB MEMBERS PRESENT: L.Hughes, T.Hughes 

OPPONENTS’ FAIR PLAY MARK (Out of 10): 7 OUR FAIR PLAY MARK (Given by Opponents): 7 

REFEREE: Michael Barron REFEREE’S MARK (Out of 100): CONFIDENTIAL 

BOOKINGS: Joe Griffin (The Sheaf) (Foul...69 Mins.) SENDING-OFFS: None 

WEATHER CONDITIONS: Cloudy with gale-force wind across pitch from corner to corner. (Against us in Second Half)  

STATE OF PITCH: Perfect 
 

UNAVAILABILITY:  (17 Players)  Grant Baker (GK) (Working), Martin Loveday (GK) (Injured), Simon Jackson (GK) (Family 

Commitments), Danny Hagan (Injured), Chris Akinrele (Family Commitments), Ryan Bates (Family Commitments), Tem Adil (Injured), 

Ivan Bass (Working), Tyronne Petrie (Working), Eric Ibekwem (Injured), Nicky Richards (Injured), Leon Bernard (Injured), Lee King 

(Working), Scott Jenkins (Injured), George Stahlmann (Away), Krishan Singh (Working), Stuart Dorward (Other Commitments) 

Saturday/Sunday Drop-Outs: None  
 

OPPONENTS’ LINE-UP (4-2-3-1):  Harrison Thurley (GK); 5. Sam Mann (RB), 2. Richard Woodman (CH), 15. 'Tom' ? (CH),  

3. Adrian Rowan (LB); 9. Tom Flint (CM), 11. 'Carl ' ? (CM); 4. Sam Watkins (RM), Dave Roche (CM), 7. Ross Bliben (LM); 

8. James Lindie (CF...Captain) 

Subs.:  14. Joe Griffin (On for Rowan...59 Mins.), 6. James Clark (On for Mann...61 Mins.) 
 

OPPONENTS’ GOALSCORERS:  None 

 

MATCH REPORT 

We very nearly failed to fulfil this fixture due to injuries and work & family commitments, not to mention suspected apathy from a number 

of players following a dreadful run of five defeats and one draw in our last six matches. Thankfully though, we were able to register new 

signing Sam Benjamin before the deadline, while Leon McKenzie-McKay agreed to play as a lone striker despite having a broken bone in his 

right foot which meant he could only use his weaker left foot in this game ! The addition of Sam and Leon saw us scrape up a bare eleven and 

kick-off nearly 10 minutes late after having no warm-up, but instead of being disorganised early on, we actually took the lead from the first 

chance of the match after just three minutes when Jack Bangs beat a comical offside trap to run onto Martin Cruickshank's long ball over the 

top and fire past the Sheaf keeper with an excellent half-volleyed finish. That gave us massive confidence for the rest of the match with 

everybody encouraging each other for a change, and we even went 2-0 up in the 37th minute when Daniel Daley scored with a rare header 

from Gavin Mardell's well flighted free-kick. That was fully deserved on the balance of play with The Sheaf only having one clear-cut chance 

up until then, but we had stand-in keeper Alan Barnard to thank for preserving our two-goal lead right on the Half-Time whistle when he 

dived to his right to beat away a penalty after Terry Moore had brought down a forward by bundling into him from behind as the ball held up 

in the wind. We then had to face that fierce gale-force wind in the Second Half, and with several of our bare eleven really struggling with 

their fitness in addition to Leon, it was all about working hard as a team to get behind the ball and then try and hit our opponents on the 

break. The Sheaf did have numerous shots at goal in the Second Half, but most of them were straight at keeper Barney or high and wide from 

outside the area. However, we did have a lucky escape in the 79th minute when a shot rebounded down off the crossbar, but Sam Benjamin 

got back to make an excellent last-ditch clearance from the rebound, while Barney made a brilliant save in the second minute of 'Added On 

Time' to tip a fierce close range shot over the bar to ensure a clean sheet. In fact we could even have won 3-0 as Jack Bangs forced The Sheaf 

keeper into an excellent save just before that with Rafiel Johnson then heading the rebound wide. It was a really encouraging performance 

after weeks of doom and gloom, and we can now look forward to getting some players back from injury and moving onwards and upwards. 

                                                                                                                                                            LAURENCE HUGHES 


