
 
 
TREVOR HUGHES’S MANAGER’S REPORT 
After a thrilling win in the London Cup last week it was no surprise that I had to make seven team changes for this week’s league match against local rivals, St Mary’s.  Only 
Alan Barnard, Martin Loveday and Tony King started in the same positions and Rob Brown started as a centre back after Terry Moore failed a fitness test.  Tem Adil and Jim 
Arrowsmith returned to the squad and Danny Hagan was back after injury and they all went straight into the starting line up in midfield.  Last week’s substitutes Daniel Daley 

and Vernon ‘Kizza’ Nxumalo started up front as we were missing top scorer Conor McGovern, captain Stuart Dorward, Terry Brown and Steve Cokell.  Danny Smith was due to 
start against his old club but overslept and arrived late so the injured Terry Moore bravely played the first 27 minutes as a forward.  We faced a strong wind in the first half so 



we were under pressure but two fine saves by Simon Jackson and some good defending kept it at 0-0 at half time.  We were confident going into the second half and Kizza ran 
clear after 50 minutes only to be cynically fouled just outside the penalty area by the St Mary’s centre half who received an inevitable red card.  Danny Hagan hit the free kick 
into the wall but we now had 40 minutes against 10 men with the wind behind us to win the game.  The heavy rain now turned to hail and there was thunder and lightning as 
the wind got stronger but the conditions seemed to suit St Mary’s better.  They were getting men behind the ball and blocking all our attempts to attack.  There were just 8 
minutes left when a hopeful long ball hit Rob Brown on the back of the leg and fell perfectly for the St Mary’s forward to place the ball past Jacko and give them an unlikely 
lead. The game had reached the 90th minute when Danny Smith rounded a defender on the edge of the area and was blatantly tripped for an obvious penalty.  I presume that 

the defender did not know that Danny had taken the ball onto his right foot so the danger of a cross was minimal.  Danny Hagan was the player brave enough to score a last 
minute equaliser.  We were disappointed to draw the game but I felt we had done well considering the number of team changes we had to make and I prefer to give credit to 
St Mary’s who battled for every ball when they had 10 men. 


